Poinciana Park Civic Association Meeting 

January 10, 2007, IBEW Building, 201 Se 24th Street (Lobby) 

Meeting called to order:  7:08pm








Board Members Present: Dwight Ledbetter, President and DJ Parker, Treasurer. 

Note: meeting held in lobby because wrong key was collected earlier in the day from front office. 

Agenda: 

1. Community Concerns
2. Election of Officers for 2007
3. New Business
1. Community Concerns
A. Crew Houses Every year, 10,000 yachties come to “The Yachting Capital of the World” looking for work on yachts and they cannot afford hotel prices while living on land. Yachts who visit or make Fort Lauderdale their home base, need yachties and will go elsewhere if the City exhibits lack of support for businesses catering to these workers’ needs.  Fort Lauderale is also home to four prominent, world-renowned maritime training schools, whose students rely on crew/student housing while taking courses. Hotels only offer small reductions (i.e. from $250 per night to $200 per night).  Currently there are no guidelines for crew houses and the closest occupational classification to understand “yachties” would be to compare to the job/lifestyle of “a migrant agricultural worker” whose day work consists of washing, polishing and cleaning boats instead of working in the fields. It was suggested that the Marine Industries Association of South Florida be asked for their support on the issue of requesting the City not to classify crew houses like “hotels” or “motels”.  
B. Prostitution Although the presence of prostitutes seems to be decreasing in Poinciana Park, it was noted that the parking lot of the adult novelty store and the bus stop are being used for prostitution. Families with children and even some adults do not feel safe walking at night in the neighborhood.  
C. Neighborhood Disturbances: Disturbances such as loud noise should be reported to code enforcement. Dick Eaton, Code Compliance Officer can be reached between the hours of 7:30am – 8am: 954-828-5204

D. Convenience Store near Blockbuster on Federal Highway In Municipal District
Convenience store, near Blockbuster on Federal Highway has begun to sell adult DVDs, wine, and beer. Motion was made and seconded to send a letter to the City Commission and bring their attention to this matter mentioning there is a school and church nearby.

2. Election of Officers for 2007
Record reflects the following officers elected for 2007: 

Dwight Ledbetter  –  President 
Gene Dinah – Vice President   
Robert Malsberry - Director of Parks
DJ Parker – Treasurer

Olga Kuharets – Secretary 

Ray Dettmann, Robert Malsberry, Mark Taylor – Directors At Large and Recreation
3. New Business 

A. Jan Meister, past secretary is still in possession of association’s equipment and files. Motion was made and seconded to consult an attorney.
B. Gene Dinah, Vice President offered to represent Poinciana Park at The Council of Fort Lauderdale meetings unless the President attends instead.  

Motioned to adjourn seconded. Meeting adjourned 8:33pm.   /       Submitted by: Olga Kuharets.

