Poinciana Park Civic Association Meeting 
Wednesday, March 14, 2007, 7pm, IBEW Building 201 SE 24th Street

Meeting called to order: 7:10pm
Board Members Present: Dwight Ledbetter, President, Gene Dinah, Vice President, DJ Parker, Treasurer, Robert Malsberry, Director of Parks, Directors at Large: Ray Dettmann, Robert Malsberry and Mark Taylor, Olga Kuharets, Secretary.

Agenda:

1. Presentation : LDI Holdings, Mr. Silverstein 

2. Fort Lauderdale Police Department’s Report, Officer Galu 
3. Parks Director’s Report,  Robert Malsbery
4. Treasurer’s Report,  DJ Parker
       5. Secretary’s Report, Olga Kuharets
       6. Open Meeting 

1. LDI Holdings 
Presentation regarding a 7,000 square-foot three-story, single tenant office building with 25 parking spaces that will not be open to the public to be built on 4th Avenue and 17th Street.  Construction is scheduled to begin in June 2007 and the developer is not asking for any special considerations or variances.  Mr. Silverstein showed residents the site plan and no objections were made. 
2. Fort Lauderdale Police Report   
Residents voiced the following neighborhood concerns: 
a. Prostitution - areas where activity noticed were mentioned: Andrews Avenue, Davie Boulevard, 15th Street,  Burger King to Megaplexxx, bench opposite Water-Play.
Officer Galu mentioned that a “Trespass Affidavit” (yellow posters) is useful in fighting prostitution because a Police Officer can arrest prostitutes for ‘trespassing’ on property.  He also mentioned that Fort Lauderdale Police have an Action Plan to reduce prostitution that includes driving up/down Federal Highway in unmarked vehicles. 
b. Burglary – Possible ‘casing’ by robbers on foot in the neighborhood (20th and 21st Streets) during daylight hours. Two NEPTUNE GROUP tenants have had a laptop and bicycle stolen after only 30 minutes of leaving their residences.  

Office Galu suggested that residents find out how many calls for service were made at the location where burglaries occurred. 
c. Homeless/Loitering – Persons loitering in front of and in alley next to the Mental Ward. 
Officer Galu explained the complications of booking a homeless person. If there are no complications and the Police Department is fully staffed, it takes ½ hour to book a homeless person.  Should a homeless person have a medical condition then the officer must bring the individual to Broward General and wait with the individual until he/she cleared for booking. 
d. Drug Activity – Near BRIDGE II Youth Hostel. Residents are encouraged to ask Police Officer responding to call to fill out a “Narcotics Miscellaneous Card” (white card that police officers turn in straight to the raider’s desk) 
d. Speeding – Around 21st and 22nd streets where speed limit posted is only 25 miles an hour. 
Dwight encouraged residents to email him with any other concerns over crime activity in the neighborhood. 

3. Parks Director Report 
 Concerns / Updates regarding the park: 
a. Citizen’s have noticed loitering/drinking alcohol in the gazebo on Saturdays.
b. Robert’s letter requesting that the water tank be built as proposed was accepted by the city.

c. The park will have new plantings upon completion

d. It is Robert’s understanding that curbing and sidewalks will be placed in/around the park.

e. Open for discussion: vehicle parking in the park.

f. Members present inquired when the park’s “Opening Ceremony” will take place. 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

DJ reported no change in treasurer’s report from February, there is still $840.33  in PPCA account. 

5. Secretary’s Report 

February minutes will be presented with March minutes at April’s monthly meeting. 

6. Open Meeting

a. Old Business: Another letter was sent to Jan Meister, past secretary and still no response regarding the return of association’s files and equipment.
b. New Business: Council of Civic Association wants to send a letter to the Mayor encouraging him to reconsider position on Kyoto Accords and for him to send a letter on behalf of the city of Fort Lauderdale in support of the movement. Motion was made and seconded for Gene to vote on behalf of PPCA in support of the Mayor sending a letter. 
Motion to adjourn,  seconded. Meeting Adjourned: 8:53.

Submitted by Olga Kuharets

