Poinciana Park Civic Association Meeting

Wednesday, October 8, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m. IBEW Building 201 SE 24th Street

Agenda:

1. Open Meeting, Dwight Ledbetter

2. Fort Lauderdale Police Report

3. Romney Rogers re City Commission District IV Campaign

4. Treasurer’s Report – DJ Parker 

5. Homeless Activity Report – Ray Dettmann

6. Secretary’s Report – Karen Benson 

7. Parks Director Report – Robert Malsberry

8. Nomination of PPCA Officers for 2009 term

Board Members Present:

Karen Benson, Ray Dettmann, Gene Dinah, Dwight Ledbetter, Robert Malsberry, and DJ Parker

Others Present:

Cpt. Alvarez (FLPD), Terrell Becker, Ed Carlisle, Gerry Cooper, Cal Deal, Raul Diaz (FLPD), Sgt. Hoover (FLPD), Dayna MacDonald, Donna Mergenhagen, Paula Pereira, Coleman Pruitt, Michael Ramos, Perpetua Simon (by proxy), Robert Smiley (FLPD), Cindy Spicer (by proxy), George Stengel (FLPD), and Dean Trantalis.  

Police Report:  

Dwight Ledbetter called meeting to order at 7:18 p.m. and thanked the police officers in attendance for their presence in the area.  Major Raul Diaz addressed the group.  It was noted that they have overcome the loss of the city jail with their new booking process.  It was asked if there is a way to keep street level visibility such as a horse patrol, and we were told that most associations request this.  They try to divvy them up over the city, but they have only four horses.  He will try to get horses to Poinciana Park as much as possible.  It was requested that we be shown a map covering high crime areas of Fort Lauderdale and they will bring the previous week’s map to our meetings. The Citizens on Patrol (COP) program was recommended for our community. Their number is 954-828-6400 and Sgt. Robbie Blish runs the program.  Last month there were 14 part one crimes in the area.  Identity theft is the number one crime, and it was recommended to lock cars and not leave anything of value in them as windows are being broken.  Identity theft info can be obtained from cell phone SIM cards.  Policing Poinciana Park area will always be a challenge as we are within main corridors of Federal Highway, I95, 595, and State Road 84.  

Fort Lauderdale District IV City Commissioner Candidate Romney:
Crime is his #1 issue.  His family arrived in Broward in 1925 as is now in its third generation. He is an attorney with 31 years in community service and serves on various organization boards.  He wants to save taxpayer dollars by implementing budget restraints; preserve the character and security of neighborhoods and reignite a spirit of community pride and cooperation; effectively provide for essential police, fire and emergency services to ensure residents have a safe environment in which to live work and play; support commerce and business in Fort Lauderdale so that local businesses, tourism and marine industries thrive.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Report read and motion to approve seconded.  

Homeless Activity:

Still around, seems to be getting worse. Keep our eyes open as a community and report anything suspicious. Yellow no trespassing signs can be posted at private property and homeless who trespass in these areas will be warned and arrested on their second offense.  We can also contact the police department who will pick up the homeless to assist in finding shelter.  From 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily police are at the main bus station off Federal and there is a feeding program at the Lutheran Church on 3rd Avenue that can assist with shelter.

Jerry Cooper of Cooper Properties:
Mr. Cooper addressed the meeting regarding the 11-story Crown Plaza Hotel construction on State Road 84.  He met with the owners and general contractor.  According to Mr. Cooper and his tenants, construction activity has diminished the quality of life for his tenants by tying up access to the alley, in addition to noise due to construction.  There is also a muddy lot which apparently can’t be remedied without a Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) permit.  2300 SE 4th Avenue vacant lot is zoned RO, not for outside storage or construction debris but they are using it for this purpose.  The vacant lot located to the north east of construction is also being used for parking, which according to city code must be dust free and asphalted.  The alley that runs east/west is a “T” alley that the contractor has closed off.  Construction starts at 6:00 a.m. and should not start until 7:00 a.m.  He asked that we go by, see what is happening, and call code enforcement if we see violations.  Motion seconded and passed to send letter to code enforcement and commissioner to address the issues.  Construction is scheduled to go on for another 18 months.  

Secretary’s Report: Minutes not read, will be presented for approval at next meeting.  

Parks Director Report:   
“I contacted Terry Rynard, Assistant Director Fort Lauderdale Parks Department, with updates on how I view the Poinciana Park.  I said, ‘We appreciate all you have done to provide us with a park superior to the one before all the construction began.  The perimeter lighting has been a great asset to our neighborhood.  It beautifies the park as well as making our neighborhood safer. Feel free to call me if I can help with any of the current problems I’m going to tell you about: 

1) Motion was carried at last night’s meeting of the Poinciana Park Civic Association for me to obtain “pooper scoopers” for the park.  The problem of dog droppings left on the pedestrian sidewalks and adjacent grass is acute.  Some time ago, at a luncheon with Commissioner Hutchinson, she remarked that these were available and can be obtained.  One is needed at the southeast corner walker’s entrance ramp, and another at the northwest entrance corner.  

2) One perimeter light is out in the middle of the block on the west side of the park, the light is the one facing south on this 2-light pole.  Also, it appears that the ground wire has been cut and other wires appear loose.  Pole number 87678 5123.  

3) There is a possibility of chinch bugs in the entire south half of the park.  Grass has been dying.  The maintenance crew has set the timer for daily watering of this half of the park, but watering alone is not helping the problem.  I believe a spraying for lawn bugs is needed.  

4) As you know, many trees were planted during the landscaping of the park.  One of the very young live oaks has not taken hold.  It was blown down several times.  I have righted it and reported it to the park foreman who periodically visits the park and others who do tree work in the park.  This dying tree directly across from 2000 SE 4th Avenue between the playground and the sidewalk was promised to be replaced, but never has been.  

5) The pavilion waste can was hit by a vehicle.  The concrete square it is on was knocked out of the ground and a corner of it is up on the pavilion floor.  The can was only set upright by maintenance, the square needs to be placed level on the ground.  The rust and waste shavings under it were never swept off so that the can was never righted properly.  

6) This year’s grass cutters have blown all the dropped tree leaves toward the playground’s large center Ficus tree.  Now that school is in session, the giant lower branches of this tree are used by climbing children, but these branches are covered with small and large growth suckers.  These need to be trimmed so the kids can climb the trees as they did all last year.  

7) The two landmark Poinciana trees at the parks entrance sign are constantly vandalized by kids of all ages.  Branches have been broken off from small size to three inches thick.  The main growing branch of one tree has been broken off entirely.  Most parents see what they are doing and do nothing to stop them.  

8) The black rubber pellet floor of the playground should be smoothed to the edges because it is now a mound in the middle.  

I look forward to working with you this winter season.’”

Nomination of PPCA Officers for 2009 Term:
Motions seconded and approved to nominate:

1. Robert Malsberry for another term as Parks Director

2. Raymond Dettmann for next term as President

3. Gene Dinah for another term as Vice President

4. Terrell Becker as Director at Large or Membership Director

5. DJ Parker for another term as Treasurer

6. Dwight Ledbetter as Director at Large or Anti-Crime Director

7. John Barranco nominated as Director at Large 

8. Karen Benson nominated for another term as Secretary

Oppositions or additions requested for November meeting where nominations approved.  

New Business: 

Medians –

Presentation date for 2009 Grant Application for landscaping the medians between Andrews Avenue and Federal Highway on SE 20 and 21 Streets with irrigation has not yet been set but should be in late November or early December.  We need to ensure we do not miss this meeting.  Karen Benson and Raymond Dettmann plan to attend as well as DJ Parker if she is available.  It was noted that our sidewalks are in poor condition and a 50/50 split with the City was proposed. We also need to ensure any new landscaping will drain properly.  

Crime –

Suggestion was made for PDF file of area criminals be sent to all on PPCA mailing list with pictures and description of crimes along with the possibility of adding it to our PPCA website to be automatically updated.  Dwight Ledbetter said he would call Major Diaz to see if we can do this.  The adult store on the corner of Federal and 21st Street is very close to our public park and it was suggested this may be in violation of an ordinance. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE:
Next meeting is THURSDAY, November 13, 2008 instead of WEDNESDAY, November 12 as two board members are unavailable on November 12.  
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