Poinciana Park Civic Association Meeting

Wednesday, April 9, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m. IBEW Building 201 SE 24th Street

Agenda:
1. Open Meeting – Dwight Ledbetter

2. Homeless Activity Report – Ray Dettmann

3. Fort Lauderdale Police Report – Officers Robert Smiley and Skip Lilliston

4. Treasurer’s Report – DJ Parker 

5. Secretary’s Report – Karen Benson

6. Parks Director Report – Robert Malsberry

7. Distribution of Community Flyers/Volunteers – Dwight Ledbetter

Board Members Present: Dwight Ledbetter, President; DJ Parker, Treasurer; Gene Dinah, Vice President; Robert Malsberry, Parks Director; Karen Benson, Secretary; Ray Dettmann, Director-at-Large; Mark Taylor, Director-at-Large

Others Present: Terrell Becker, Carlos Gonzalez, John Barranco, Perpetua Simon (by proxy); Mona Benjamin (by proxy); Cindy Spicer (by proxy); Officer Robert Smiley; Officer Skip Lilliston

Meeting opened and called to order at 7:05 p.m. 

Motion passed to approve and send letter commending Officer Gelu.

Fort Lauderdale Police Report: Crime statistics are high this month, with a total of 41 felonies including armed robberies, vehicle thefts and burglaries.  Armed robberies are spiking.  I was suggested that we target other Poinciana Park homeowners for a neighborhood watch.  A motion made to request more officers in Poinciana Park was seconded but did not pass.  A suggestion was made that all homeowners associations in the east district be contacted to request more officers together. Officers were asked if the city jail could be reopened, but their understanding it that it may be impossible to reinstate as a variance was lost when it was shut down.  There has been another spike in prostitution, and a sting by female officers along South Federal Highway made quite a few arrests. It is a citywide issue that vacant houses are being broken into so, if a car that does not belong at a property is seen, police should be notified of suspicious vehicle and, if there are No Parking signs posted, police will give parking citations.  No Trespassing and Towing signs have been posted at some properties. If any structures that look unsafe are seen, the City of Fort Lauderdale code compliance office should be notified and, if property is not repaired to compliance, they must demolish the building.      

Homeless Activity Report:  Some have moved from the neighborhood and the pavilion has cleared. Officers asked if homeowners had any recourse against transients in the neighborhood, and the only thing homeowners can do is call the police to report it.  Officers can then interview them to check for warrants, and if formally identified they will normally leave the area.  It is illegal to sleep on the pavilion picnic tables, which have been bolted down.  

Treasurer’s Report:  DJ Parker stated that $585 check for recycling brought balance to approximately $1,600. 

Secretary’s Report: Copies of all unapproved minutes to be brought to May 14 meeting for approval.  

Parks Director Report: “The anti-crime light at the northwest corner of Poinciana Park became erratic and burned out.  Calls to FPL got no results.  Visited parks maintenance manager, and a report was sent to Terry Rynard.  This resulted in the repair being made the next night.  All crime lights now work fine.  Some ground level electrical boxes had broken plastic covers.  Had those replaced. The campaign to remove homeless who drink beer non-stop in the park pavilion continues.  Park rangers chase them out several times a week. Some of the old violators are returning to test whether they can come back and not be noticed.”

Distribution of Community Flyers / Volunteers: Fort Lauderdale Fraternal Order of Police invitation to memorial service in honor of police officers killed in the line of duty, City of Fort Lauderdale News and Events, and letter to City Manager regarding Officer Gelu were distributed.  John Barranco of Barranco٠Gonzalez Architecture Design Studios advised he is available whenever we have zoning questions.    

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Next meeting is Wednesday, May 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

